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PREFACE 



tIm* tjasis ni" cvi^ry Coiiijuiniist l*atiy to-ihiy is (jt^iiirnsirh 
|pN^ud()-Ma?^xis^s and reform ists in tin' StToiid Inlej-iiational 
of Bolslle^ ism, i.e^ Leninism, ns a purely [ton 1 -war, and 
li )ill. excliiHively iliissiaii pIuMioiiieiion, Tliey a^Hooiate the 
uf Lenin \^ itli lilaniini, and distort the aims of the Coni- 

IH( f'arty Uy representing' these aw wanton anarehisin, tu- 

n II related io tlu^ oryanizt^d movement of (Ite niaioritv of the 

iMiliouai prolelariaL Tliin little booklet shatters these dis- 
liins <mee and for all, 

hi (he folhnvinn jiages the readers ^vill lind a clear res- 
\\v of the role of Leninism, itfci; organization, l^arty strategy 

hu'tics, in short, u i)raetiea.l guide to the treahnent of the 
hi mental jn-oblems before every revolntionary party, viz., 

dirtatorship of the proletariat, the peasantry, c(>U)nies and 
imality. 

h will be seen here that l^eninisin i.s the application of 
[xisni in tli(^ ]>ei'l(Ml of imperialism, expressed not in ''rviV* 
iNt's, V}ut in the aetivity of a i)arty. Witliont a party, ^larx- 
lor Li*] I in ism becomes aeademie and barren. Every Leninist, 
linery (V)mmnnist, must therefore, be a party man in the best 
\v of the word. Thrre are no Lrmnists oufsidc fhc ComymUH- 
tariff. 
[Tiir anthon (Nnnrade JHStalin, and old Bolshevik revoUition- 

Mn[\\ist tigliter and party man, is welJ qnalified to deal 

Leninism and its ihrory^ but above all. its pntcfw(\ This 

ItMi is translated from the volume issued by our brother ]>arty 
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CHAPTER I. 

LknINISJI, ThK Dl'^VELOPMENT OF MAltXISM. 

<IIK f(niu(lnlioiiK of Leniuiam: it is a very big subject. 

To treat it tlioronglily a whole volume, or wevera], would 

he needed. So my diseuswitm cannot be adequate. At 
iI'mI, it will be only a brief outline of the foundations of Leuin- 
iiti. ]S"evei'tlieleaB, it may perhaps be of tsome use. 

To explain the foundation of Leninism is m)t, moreover, to 

|.l;iiu the foundations of the philosophy of Lenin. Lenin is 

Mjirxist, nnd it is Marxism that is most certainly the foun- 

|n(it)u of hm pliilosoydiy. But it does not follow tliat the expo^^i- 

Inii of Leninism ought to begin by an exposition of the founda- 

lons of Marxism. To expound Leninism means to expound what 

[lu'ce is distinctive in the work of Lenin, what new tiling 

|,fniu brought to Marxism, what is particularly connected with 

is uame. It is only in this sense that I shall speak here of 

|ln' foundations of Leninism. 

What is Leninism? 

According to some, it is the application of Marxism to 
ln' peculiar conditions of Kussia. This definition contains 
Line trutli, but only a part. Lenin has indeed applied Marx- 
]ini to the Eussian situation, and applied it uTicommouly well. 
|hii if Leninism were only the application of Marxism to the 
'ciiliar situation of Russia, it would have a purely national, 
|m(J solely Russian, character. 

Now Leninism is not merely a RTissian phenomenon, but 
III international one. That is why this definition is too narrow. 

Others declare that Leninism is the resurrection (jf the rev- 
liilioiiary elements of the Marxists of 1850, wliich, supposed- 
ly, iu the following years has become moderate and has lost 
flM revolutionary character. Betting aside this stupid division 
>!' the doctrines of Marx into two parts, revolutionary and 
iiodcrate, it is necessary to recognize that tliis definition, in 
ipiU' of all its inadequacy, contains a part of the truth. The 
luii-l of the truth is that Lenin has indeed revived the reyohi- 
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every-day tasks, tlius einpliasizinj]^ that revolutionary fantasy 
contradictory to the letter and spirit of Leninism, who says, 

^'Fewer jjompous phrases, and more evcry-day worh 
less political trepidation and more attention to the simpler^ 1)\ 
more tangiMe facts of Communist constriiGtion . . . " 

The American practical spirit, on the other hand, is an 
tidote against "revolutionary" fantasy. It is a tenacious force fi 
which there is no such thing as the impossible, which patientl|| 
surmounts every obstacle and carries through to the finish evei 
task, however small, that it has once begun. 

But this practicalism almost inevitably degenerates into vii 
gar "affairism" (pre-occupation with details) if it is not allicfl 
with revolutionary inspiration. This particular deformation hal 
been described by B. Piluiak in his novel, "Hunger." The authoi 
portrays types of Russian Bolsheviks, headstrong, determined am 
energetic, but with no horizon, not seeing the more remote co 



sequences of their actions, nor the end that has to be attained an 
deviating therefore from the revolutionary path. No one has co 
bated this affairlsm as vigorously jis Lenin. He described it ai 
"narrow, brainless practicalism," and generally opposed to it in* 
spired revolutionary work and revolutionary perspective in the 
least of every -day taslrs, thus emphasizing that this practicalisii 
is as opposed to true Leninism as is "revolutionary'' fantasv 

The union of Russian revolutionary inspiration with t 
American practical spirit — this is the essence of practical Leniaj 
ism. Only this union will give us the perfect type of Leninij 
worker. 
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THE 

Little Red Library 

la an innovation among wor"k- 
ing class publications — des- 
tined surely to become the 
most popular of any ever 
issued in this country. 

All numbers of uniform pock- 
et size, it will be of the 
widest possible Interest, in- 
cluding, social and industrial 
problems, history, philosophy,, 
fiction, poetry and art. 

New numbers will follow in 
as quick succession as fit- 
ting material, can be ob- 
tained. 




No. 1 

Trade Unions 
in America 

By 

Win. Z. Foster, Jas. P. 

Cannon and Earl 

R. Browder 

A history of American 
trade unions, the Left 
Wing development and 
its program. 

No. 2 

Class Struggle 

vs. Class 
Collaboration 

By Earl R. Browder 
A Study of the methods 
of labor bureaucracy to 
divert workers from 
struggle a,gainst capi- 
talism. 



Each copy selling at 
10 cents (twelve copies 
for 11.00) can be had 
from any authorized 
Daily Worker Agent or 
by mail from 



The Daily Worker 
Publishing Co. 

1113 W. Waihtngton Blvd. 
Chicago, III. 




The Source 

of 

AH Communist Literature 



m, 




The DaUy Worker Publishing Co., in ad- 
dition to the publication of The DAILY 
VV'ORKEIl, the only English daily Communist 
newspaper in the world, publishes also the 
Workers Monthly— a Communist magazine. 
It has now taken over the Literature Depart- 
ment of the Workers (Communist) Party. 

It has drawn up an extensive program of 
new publications,— including the LitUe Red 
Library^and translations and reprints of 
old classics of the revolutionary movement. 

The Daily Worker Publishing Co. is also 
agent for all foreign Communist and other 
labor publications. 

A full descriptive catalogue will be sent 
to you on request from "the source of all 
Communist literature in this country" 

The Daily Worker Publishing Co. 

1113 W. Washington Blvd. Chicago, III. 



Daily Worker PubUshing Co. 
1113 W. WasUngrtoii,„<ffl^^*9ft 
Blvd., Chicago -^^'2*'' 



